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so greate abundaunce of gold so lyghtely esteimed, yea in no less re-
proche, then it was with them in honour: and besides that more golde
In the cheines and gieves of one fugitive bondman, then all the
costelye ornaments of them iii. was worth: they beganne to abate
their courage, and for very shame layde away all that gorgyouse ar~
rave, whereof theye were so proud. And specyally when they had
talked familiarlye with the Utopians, and had learned al their-e fas-
sions and opinions. For they marveyle that any men be so folyshe
as to have delite and pleasure in the doufteful glisteringe of a lytil
tryffelynge stone, which maye beholde annye of the starres, or elles
the sonne it selfe. Or that anye man is so madde, as to count him
selfe the nobler for the smaller or fyner threde of wolle, which selfe
same wol (be it now in never so fyne a sponne thr-ede) a shepe did
ones weare: and yet was she all that time no other thing then a shepe.
They marveile also that golde, whych of the owne nature is a
thing-e so unprofytable, is nowe amonge all people in so hyghe esti-
mation, that man him selfe, by whome, yea and for the use of whome
it is so much set by, is in much lesse estimation, then the golde it selfe.
In so muche that a lumpyshe blockehedded churk, and whyche hathe
hathe no more wytte then an asse, yea and as ful of noughtynes as
of follye, shall have nevertheles manye wyse and good men in sub-
jectyon and bondage, only for this, bycause he hath a greate heape
of golde. Whyche yf it shoulde be taken from hym by anye for-
tune, or by some subtyll wyle and cautele of the lawe, (whyche no
less then fortune dothe bothe raise up the lowe, and plucke downe
the highe) and be geven to the nioste vile slave and abject dryveli of
all his housholde, then shortely after he shal goo into the service of
his servaunt, as an augmentation or overplus beside his money. But
they muche more marvell at and detest the madnes of them, whyche
to those riche men, in whose debte and daunger they be not, do give
almost divine honoures, for none other consideration, but bicause
they be riche: and yet knowing them to bee suche mgeshe penny
fathers, that they be sure as longe as they live, not the worth of one
farthinge of that heape of gold shall come to them.
These and such like opinions have they conceaved, partely by edu-
cation, beinge brought up in that common wealth, whose lawes and
customes be farre different from these kindes of folly, and partely
by good litterature and learning. For though there be not many In
every citie, which be exempte and discharged of all other laboures,
and appointed only to learning, that Is to saye: suche in whome even
from thelre very childhode they have perceaved a singular toward-
nes, a fyne witte, and a minde apte to good learning: yet ail in their
childhode be instructe In learninge. And the better parte of the
people, bothe men and women throughe oute all their whole lyffe doo
bestowe In learninge those spare houres, which we sayde they have